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My earliest memories of 

Chesterland Baptist 

Church are about Sunday 

School. The first time I 

went to church was in 

1953, the summer before I 

turned six years old. I too 

remember having Sunday 

School in the room where 

the Ladies Aide did their 

quilting. Betty Montague 

played the piano and we 

sang songs such as The B-I

-B-L-E, Jesus Wants Me for 

a Sunbeam, Jesus Loves 

Me and This Little Light of 

Mine. Each age group, 

(nursery, primary, interme-

diate, juniors and seniors) 

had their own opening and 

attendance and offering 

were taken each week. For 

a while, my dad dropped 

my brother Buryl Jr., my 

sister Sue and me off for 

Sunday School and went 

back home. Before long, 

my mom and dad started com-

ing too. Buryl and Faye were 

baptized March 3, 1955 by 

Reverend Allan McGaw. My 

sister Sue was also baptized by 

Rev. McGaw in 1956 and Rev-

erend Sam Davis baptized my 

brother and me in 1958 at 

Lyndhurst Baptist Church.  On 

Sunday nights we attended 

BYF. We would have a lesson, 

memorize Bible verses and 

play games. It was always a 

great time.   

In 1958 my dad got a new job 

at Moss Farm Dairy and on the 

Sundays that he had to work 

my family would be picked up 

by a bus driven by Rev. Davis. 

Shortly after this, Rev. Davis 

started a perfect attendance 

program. Dad stopped working 

on Sundays, started teaching 

Sunday School and had perfect 

attendance for the next 20 

years! I too had perfect attend-

ance for many years. 

In 1959 and 1961 Rever-

end and Mrs. Joe Talley 

came to our church for a 

week in May. They played 

instruments, sang and 

were very talented. It was 

the closest I’ve ever been 

to an old time church reviv-

al service. Rev. Talley al-

ways gave an invitation to 

accept the Lord after a 

moving sermon.   

I attended summer camp 

on the shore of Lake Erie. 

At that time, Chesterland 

Baptist was in the Cleve-

land Baptist Association. I 

still remember Ruth Hatha-

way being one of my coun-

selors. She was such a 

kind, Christian woman. 

At the beginning of the 

new school year in the 

1950s and 60s, the 

church would always throw 

a big Sunday School round-
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If you would really like the 

answer, go to the CBC 

website: 

(www.ChesterlandBaptist.org) 

Click on Pastor DeHart’s 

Archived  Message of July 

29, 2018. 

He will explain it  to you. 

 



 

Page 2       “The Good News” 

up picnic. They would be held at 

various parks in the area. The 

whole congregation would enjoy 

softball, field games and of course 

a big pot luck dinner. Later, my par-

ents hosted several at their home 

on Cedar Road where they had a 

pool and the baseball diamond my 

dad built for the local little league 

teams.   

Camp Koinonia was another place 

where the church held Sunday 

School picnics, as well as baptisms, 

family camping trips and church 

retreats. I’m sure many BYF partici-

pants remember winter weekends 

in the Koltoff building. Many hours 

were spent there playing capture 

the flag and other games as well as 

the enjoying the wonderful sledding 

hills. One of my most vivid memo-

ries is of Reverend Sam Davis lead-

ing us in choruses (many of which I 

still remember) while his wife Ruby 

played the piano.  

Bob and I were married at Chester-

land Baptist on May 7, 1966 by 

Reverend George Lee Fish. Since 

that time, my three children have 

also been married there, as well as 

10 members of my extended fami-

ly.  Rev. Fish and his wife Gladys 

were real “hands-on” people. 

George was great at woodworking 

and fixing things. I still have a small 

table with a bookshelf on the bottom 

that he made from the wood of an 

old organ that had been dismantled 

by a previous church. Mrs. Fish 

taught Sunday School, lead BYF 

groups and directed the Junior Choir 

that performed once a month.  

During the 1970s and into the 80s, 

our pastor was Bart Brown with his 

wife Margaret. At that time my older 

children, Kelly and Bob Jr. were ac-

tive in BYF, spent many weekends at 

Camp Koinonia and participated in 

several 10 mile CROP walks to raise 

money for hunger relief.  Other great 

memories from this time include the 

“Hanging of the Greens” under the 

direction of Jack Dory. The youth 

would decorate the sanctuary during 

the advent season with wreaths and 

a Christmas tree. Mother-Daughter 

Banquets were always another high-

light of the year with chalk talks from 

Charlotte Wood, visits from Mary 

Poppins and many other themes 

over the years.  

In 1985, Dr. Kevin O’Connor and his 

wife Mary came to Chesterland Bap-

tist Church. They were very involved 

in Sunday School, various Bible stud-

ies and the youth group. They had 

many interesting stories and experi-

ences to share from their time as 

missionaries and Pastor Kevin always 

included a wonderful “children’s story” 

during the worship service. Church at-

tendance climbed and the joining of so 

many new families required the addi-

tion of new Sunday School classes.  In 

1988 the youth group “Christ Crusad-

ers” was formed and my daughter Ali-

son was very active with that group for 

many years under the leadership of the 

Headleys, Wargelins and Marshes. 

Chesterland Baptist has seen many 

changes in its long history. We have 

many saints who have gone before us 

to thank for their faithfulness and 

steadfast efforts to keep the word and 

the work of Jesus Christ alive in Ches-

terland, Ohio. It was a wonderful 

church to grow up in. I’ve always liked 

the quote “I know not what the future 

holds, but I know who holds the future” 

and to borrow a phrase from Bob Hope, 

“thanks for the memories.”  

“Now to Him who is able to do immeas-

urably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to His power that is at work 

within us, to Him be glory in the church 

and in Christ Jesus throughout all gen-

erations, for ever and ever! Amen.” 

Ephesians 3:20-21   

My Earliest Memories of  

Chesterland Baptist Church by Hazel Hammond  (continued from pg. 1) 

HISTORICAL CHESTERLAND 

The Community is invited to hear local noted his-

torian Sylvia Wiggins of the Chesterland Histori-

cal Society speak about the interesting people 

who lived in Chesterland in the past, as well as 

how our town developed through the years.  

The program will be held on: 

Saturday, November 10th at 7:00 p.m. 
Chesterland Baptist Church 

12670 Chillicothe Road 
Chesterland, Ohio  44026 

 

This is the beginning of the year-long 2019 cele-

bration of the 200th Anniversary of the founding 

of Chesterland Baptist Church. 

In addition, Garland Likins will briefly present 

some history of the Chesterland Baptist Church 

in our community. 

All are Welcome.  Refreshments will be served. 
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Having been brought up in a Baptist 

church, I was glad to discover Chester-

land Baptist Church when Dave and I 

moved to Chesterland in 1965.   We 

found it to be a Bible-based church of 

friendly people.  I recall being welcomed 

by Harry and Mary Ditto and many oth-

ers.   The Harold Bender family, mem-

bers of the church, lived on our street. 

The church, which was between pastors 

at the time, had an interim pastor.  Soon 

Rev. Fish became the pastor.  While 

Rev. Fish was with us, Dave was bap-

tized.  This was held at the Lyndhurst 

Baptist Church as our church did not yet 

have a baptistry.  Others who were bap-

tized with him were Tom Cain, Charlotte 

Riter and Cheri McCracken.    

Rev. Fish’s wife, Gladys, was very active 

in the church.  She was director of Vaca-

tion Bible School.  We mothers were 

teachers.  At that time most of us were 

stay-at-home moms.  

 Vacation Bible School was held during 

the day and lasted two weeks.  Later it 

was shortened to one-week sessions. 

Sunday School for the primary-age chil-

dren had an opening of music before 

class.  It was held in the room which is 

now our library.  I played the piano for 

them and everyone sang.  The children’s  

teachers were Faye McCracken and  

Vivian Wilt.   

Dave and I attended the adult Sunday 

School class held in the kitchen.  We sat 

around the table and in chairs in front of 

the sink.  Our teacher was Andy Boyd. 

I was asked by the choir director, Andy 

Boyd, to be in the choir.  I did so.  I had 

been in the choir in my home church 

and loved music.  Our pianist was Esther 

Saunders. Her family sang with us.  We 

had a large group in the choir at that 

time.   

Our church organist was Freeda Likins.  

Later Garland Likins became our choir 

director.  He did an excellent job and 

served faithfully for many years.  One of 

the greatest joys of my church life was 

singing in the choir.  

We presented cantatas for Christmas 

and Easter.  Sometimes we traveled to 

nursing homes and shared our cantatas 

with the patients.  Many of us were part 

of the Billy Graham Crusade Choirs both 

times that he was in Cleveland.  Those 

were great experiences. 

I joined the Women’s Missionary Society, 

which was later known as American Bap-

tist Women.  It was held once a month in 

our homes in the evening.   

The first meeting I attended was in the 

home of Betty Montague. 

As a deaconess, I worked with other la-

dies preparing communion and doing 

various things for the church.  Our first 

chairperson that I remember was Lona 

Roseum.   

We were introduced to Camp Koinonia.  

We attended retreats, but most of all 

enjoyed the family camping.  On        

Memorial Day and Labor Day weekends 

we spent our time there.  It was the be-

ginning of a life-long love of camping for 

us and I think that is because it started 

with our church family. 

Eventually Rev. Fish retired from our 

church.  Rev. Duane Johnson and his 

wife, Jean, and their family were next.  

He was a good pastor and Jean was in-

volved in the choir and other church ac-

tivities.   

Rev. Bart Brown and his wife Margaret 

followed.  He held a class for the young 

people who were interested in baptism.  

Our daughter, Linda, was baptized along 

with Katy  Cain.  Their baptisms were 

also held at the Lyndhurst Baptist 

Church.  

Margaret Brown was active in the Mis-

sionary Society and choir in addition to 

working full-time as a nurse.   

During this time the sanctuary was re-

modeled.  Changes included the addi-

tion of a baptistry, a choir loft and new 

pews.   Our sanctuary was then as you 

see it today. 

These are some of my early memories.  

As time went by many blessings oc-

curred in our church.  I have a great love 

for this church and hope that it will serve 

as a beacon in the community for many 

years to come.  

Memories of  

Chesterland Baptist Church by Nola Karr  

Don’t Forget To check the     

November Calendar, as there 

are a lot of things going on that 

we will be enjoying  together.   

Sunday, November 4, 2018 
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 Receiving Jesus in our hearts makes us a totally new person.  God so loved 

 the world he gave his only begotten son.  These words came to me the day I 

 heard about Billy Graham’s death.  I thought “What do each of our days 

 hold for us?”  “What do we feel?”  “What do we see each day?”  Billy      

 Graham was a great man not by who he was but who he served,                  

God Almighty. 

 I listened then to the news and how they spoke of how he ministered to our 

 Presidents.  He passed to them grace and knowledge about God.  He was a 

 servant of God and a very humble awesome man of God.  He was faithful to 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. By Jewetta Haselbusch 

 

This month you can… Take Billy Graham’s Last Wishes to Heart: 

The last will and testament of famous evangelist Billy Graham, who died in February at the age of 99 has been 

released to the public.  In it, Graham calls his wife, Ruth, the “greatest Christian” he ever knew and urges his 

family to uphold Jesus Christ no matter the cost. 

The document begins with Graham describing in his own words how he found “joy and peace” in believing in 

God since he was a teenager.  He went on to say, “I ask my children and grandchildren to maintain and defend 

at all hazards at any cost of personal sacrifice the blessed doctrine of complete Atonement for sin through the 

blood of the Lord Jesus Christ once offered, and through that alone.  I urge all of you to walk with the Lord in a 

life of separation from the world and to keep eternal values in view.” 

The evangelist urged his family to read the Bible on a daily basis and to trust in Jesus Christ as the means to 

salvation. 

Graham was known for seeking to live a simple and humble life despite the worldwide success of his ministry, 

an attitude that was reflected on his graveyard marker:  Gilly Graham, Preacher of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, John 14:6—a verse that reads, “Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one can come 

to the Father except through me.” 

Article taken from “The Church Around the World”, September 2018 issue. 
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The Bible has an answer for everything. But it does take a little time to find it. A little time, every single day. That’s why we 

are so excited about the Daily Discipleship Guide, a new way to do Bible study this fall. 

 

This resource offers content and questions for your weekly small group meeting, plus five devotions to reinforce the learn-

ing all week long. So you get a great group experience and you develop the habit of daily Scripture reading that leads to 

spiritual maturity. So, over time, you may know the solution before you even have the problem. 

 

To see a free preview of the Daily Discipleship Guide, or to order for fall, select any of the resources below. (If you are a 

recurring order customer, you can add to your order here.) 

 

The Daily Discipleship Guide – 

A new way to do Bible study  

 

 Bible Studies for Life is intentionally designed to help your groups make disci-

ples through in-depth Bible study that addresses real-life issues, engaging conversa-

tion that helps build biblical community, and application that challenges participants to 

engage culture biblically. The Daily Discipleship Guide is an alternative to Personal 

Study Guide/Leader Guide model. 

 

Learn more.  

 

 

 

 Explore the Bible takes groups book by book through Scripture, framing every passage 

in its appropriate biblical and cultural context. The result is a framework for both knowing and 

living out God’s Word in personal and transformative ways. The Daily Discipleship Guide is an 

alternative to the Personal Study Guide/Leader Guide model. 

 

Learn more.  

 

       Continued on next page……... 

 

http://t.email1.lifeway.com/r/?id=h610b0076,e542530,f3ed2c3&ecid=240395568&bid=1628110966
http://t.email1.lifeway.com/r/?id=h610b0076,e542530,f3ed2c5&ecid=240395568&bid=1628110966
http://t.email1.lifeway.com/r/?id=h610b0076,e542530,f3ed2c7&ecid=240395568&bid=1628110966
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 The Gospel Project is an ongoing group Bible study resource that helps participants 

encounter the gospel of Jesus Christ on every page of Scripture. This chronological, Christ-

centered study will help you turn the gospel story into a gospel culture and motivate partici-

pants to mission at home and around the world. The Daily Discipleship Guide is replacing 

the Personal Study Guide starting this fall. 

 

Learn more.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

800-458-2772 

LifeWay Christian Stores 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Blair Likins, Lenora Likins, Susan Likins, Garland Likins 

 

The Likins Family would like to thank our church family for all of the love and 

support shown us at the time of our Mother’s death.  We especially thank Pastor 

Jerry for his visits in the hospital and the home and for the wonderful service he 

conducted.  Also, a special thanks to our Deaconesses who provided the outstand-

ing bereavement meal after the service.  Mother loved the people of CBC and it was 

very evident that they loved her in return. 

LifeWay 

http://t.email1.lifeway.com/r/?id=h610b0076,e542530,f3ed2c9&ecid=240395568&bid=1628110966
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Some days I struggle with  

memory  issues.  I also 

struggle with anxiety.  

Both these issues thrive 

off each other.  Throw in 

computer problems and 

you now have a mix that 

affects me more today 

than years ago at work.  

I think age is a factor to 

some degree.   

 Perhaps God has 

other things for me to do 

for myself to help me alle-

viate some of my health 

issues.  I plan on trying to 

work on some of those 

things more. 

Dear Friends at             

Chesterland Baptist: 

 It is very hard for me 

to share with you that I am 

resigning from doing the 

newsletter in the future. 

 I remember doing it 

with Jeff Collins for awhile 

and then I came back and 

picked up again with Joe 

Woods.  I have truly enjoyed 

working on them.  I have al-

ways said that each news-

letter has it’s own life. 

 This past year I have-

n’t enjoyed it as much.  Per-

sonally, it takes me longer 

to lay it out and to work on 

the computer as it use to.   

 

 So, my plan will 

unfold as I travel for-

ward.   

 I want to thank all 

of you for being so sup-

portive to me with your 

thanking me and telling 

me how much you en-

joyed the newsletter.  All 

of you and God sus-

tained me more than 

you will ever know.   

 

Jewetta 

Chesterland Baptist Church 

12670 Chillicothe Road 

Chesterland, Ohio  44026 

 

Pastor:  Dr. Jerry DeHart 

Office Phone:  440-729-7101 

 

Office Hours:  Tues. Thurs. & Fri.—9am to 2pm 

www.ChesterlandBaptist.org 
Go to our website to read or get 

your own copy of the Newsletter. 

www.ChesterlandBaptist.org 

 

  www.facebook.com/chesterlandbaptist 

 

CBCOhio (@CBCOhio44026) Twitter 

 

Newsletter Editor:  Jewetta Haselbusch 

 CBC BICENTENNIAL 1819—2019 


